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New Kindle Audio Feature Causes a Stir

By GEOF F R EY A.  F OWLER and JEF F R EY A.  T R ACH T EN BER G

A m a zon .com  In c . ,  pu sh in g  fu r t h er  in t o t h e dig it a l  dist r ibu t ion  of book s,

u n v eiled a  t h in n er  a n d fa st er  v er sion  of it s Kin dle elec t r on ic-book  r ea der  bu t

r a ised con t r ov er sy  a m on g  pu blish er s a n d ot h er s w it h  a  n ew  t ex t -r ea din g

fea t u r e.

"Ou r  v ision  is ev er y  book  ev er  pr in t ed in  a n y  la n g u a g e a ll  a v a ila ble in  6 0

secon ds," sa id A m a zon  Ch ief Ex ecu t iv e Jeff Bezos a t  a  Mon da y  pr ess con fer en ce

in  a  New  Y or k  l ibr a r y .

T h e Sea t t le com pa n y  a lso sa id it  h a s a  n ew  w or k  by  best -sell in g  n ov elist

St eph en  Kin g ,  ca lled "Ur ," w h ich  w ill  be a v a ila ble ex c lu siv ely  on  Kin dle.

Or ig in a lly  la u n ch ed in  Nov em ber  2 0 0 7 ,  Kin dle h a s been  so popu la r  t h a t  it

w a s ou t  of st ock  ov er  t h e k ey  Decem ber  h olida y -sh oppin g  per iod for  t h e la st

t w o y ea r s.

In  a n  in t er v iew ,  Mr .  Bezos sa id h e ex pect s t o k eep t h e Kin dle 2  in  st ock .  "Kin dle

bu y er s su r pr ised u s," h e sa id of pa st  dem a n d.  "W e h a v e t a k en  a  lesson  fr om

t h a t ,  a n d a r e on ce a g a in  t a k in g  st eps in  t er m s of in cr ea sin g  ou r

m a n u fa ct u r in g  ca pa c it y ."

A m a zon  t w ea k ed bu t  didn 't  r ev olu t ion ize t h e n ew  Kin dle.  T h e n ew  dev ice

la ck s a  color  scr een ,  for  in st a n ce,  a lt h ou g h  it  ca n  n ow  displa y  m or e sh a des of

g r a y  in  ph ot os.  A m a zon  sa id t h e n ew  Kin dle w ill  cost  $3 5 9 ,  t h e sa m e a s t h e

or ig in a l  v er sion ,  a n d w ill  beg in  sh ippin g  Feb.  2 4 .
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Kin dle 2  is sm a ller  t h a n  t h e fir st  v er sion  of t h e pr odu ct .T h e n ew  dev ice a lso

fea t u r es a  fiv e-w a y  n a v ig a t ion  elem en t ,  fa st er  w ir eless ser v ice for

dow n loa din g  book s a n d t h e a bil it y  t o w ir elessly  sy n c  bet w een  Kin dles a n d

cellph on es.

Som e pu blish er s a n d a g en t s ex pr essed con cer n  ov er  a  n ew ,  ex per im en t a l

fea t u r e t h a t  r ea ds t ex t  a lou d w it h  a  com pu t er -g en er a t ed v oice.

"T h ey  don 't  h a v e t h e r ig h t  t o r ea d a  book  ou t  lou d," sa id Pa u l A ik en ,  ex ecu t iv e

dir ect or  of t h e A u t h or s G u ild.  "T h a t 's a n  a u dio r ig h t ,  w h ich  is der iv a t iv e

u n der  copy r ig h t  la w ."

A n  A m a zon  spok esm a n  n ot ed t h e t ex t -r ea din g  fea t u r e depen ds on  t ex t -t o-

speech  t ech n olog y ,  a n d t h a t  l ist en er s w on 't  con fu se it  w it h  t h e a u diobook

ex per ien ce.  A m a zon  ow n s A u dible,  a  lea din g  a u diobook  pr ov ider .

It 's possible t h a t  A m a zon  -- w h ich  ch a r g es on ly  $9 .9 9  for  Kin dle best  seller s --

w ill  seek  t o pa y  less for  t h e e-book s it  pu r ch a ses fr om  pu blish er s.  If so,  it  w il l

l ik ely  fa ce som e pu sh ba ck .

"A ll  cu st om er s w a n t  bet t er  t er m s of sa le," sa id Ma r k u s Doh le,  CEO of

Ber t elsm a n n  A G 's Ra n dom  H ou se pu blish in g  g r ou p.  "Bu t  w e h a v e a  lot

in v est ed in  ou r  dig it a l  t ech n olog y .  A n d e-book s a r e st il l  a  v er y  sm a ll  bu sin ess

-- less t h a n  1 %  of r ev en u e."

A m a zon  fa ces com pet it ion  in  t h e elect r on ic  deliv er y  of book s fr om  ot h er

e-book  m a k er s Son y  Cor p.  a n d Pla st ic  Log ic  Lt d. ,  a s w ell  a s cellph on es a n d

m u lt ipu r pose dev ices su ch  a s A pple In c . 's iPh on e.

"Rea din g  is im por t a n t  en ou g h  t h a t  it  deser v es a  dedica t ed dev ice," sa id Mr .

Bezos.

Wr it e t o G eoffr ey  A .  Fow ler  a t  g eoffr ey . fow ler @w sj.com  a n d Jeffr ey  A .

T r a ch t en ber g  a t  jeffr ey . t r a ch t en ber g @w sj.com
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