
 

Powered by
 

 

 SAVE THIS | EMAIL THIS | Close 

 

Thrift store MP3 player contains secret

military files

Story  Highlights

New Zealander f inds conf idential U.S. military  f iles on a used MP3 play er

Man bought play er f or $9 a y ear ago at an Oklahoma thrif t store

Owner say s he'll happily  hand ov er the play er to the U.S. military  if  he is asked

(CNN) -- A man walks into a thrif t store.

It sounds like the opening line to a bad joke. And this case was a bad joke -- f or the Pentagon.

Chris Ogle of  New Zealand was in Oklahoma about a y ear ago when he bought a used MP3 play er f rom a thrif t store

f or $9. A f ew weeks ago, he plugged it into his computer to download a song, and he instead discov ered conf idential

U.S. military  f iles.

"The more I look at it, the more I see, and the less I think I should be," Ogle said with a nerv ous laugh in an interv iew

with TVNZ.

The f iles included the home addresses, Social Security  numbers and cell phone numbers of  U.S. soldiers. The play er

also included what appeared to be mission brief ings and lists of  equipment deploy ed to hot spots in Af ghanistan and

Iraq. Most of  the inf ormation appears to date to 2005.

The New Zealand journalist who f irst reported the story  was able to contact at least one of  the soldiers by  dialing a

phone number f ound in the f iles. He hung up once she explained why  she was calling.

Watch how man discov ered secret military  f iles »

Pentagon of f icials told CNN that they  are aware of  the MP3 play er, but can't talk about it until inv estigators conf irm

that the inf ormation came f rom the U.S. Department of  Def ense.

"The gov ernment isn't doing a good job of  protecting the inf ormation that it collects," said Marc Rotenberg of  the

Electronic Priv acy  Inf ormation Center in Washington.

Despite gov ernment ef f orts to protect sensitiv e inf ormation, this is a growing problem, priv acy  experts say .

Two y ears ago, the Department of  Veterans Af f airs lost track of  a laptop with the personal inf ormation of  millions of

soldiers. And computer hard driv es with classif ied military  inf ormation hav e been f ound f or sale at street markets in

Af ghanistan.

"When y ou can identif y  American personnel, when y ou hav e their names, their home address, their cell phone

numbers, y ou put people in a dangerous position," Rotenberg said.

In this case, the personal inf ormation f or sev eral hundred soldiers landed in f riendly  hands. Ogle told CNN the MP3

play er is being kept in a saf e place and he will happily  turn it ov er to U.S. military  of f icials if  they  ask f or it.
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http://www.cnn.com/2009/TECH/01/27/conf idential.mp3.play er/index.html

 

 SAVE THIS | EMAIL THIS | Close 

 Check the box to include the list of  links ref erenced in the article.

 

 

� 2008 Cable News Network

Thrift store MP3 player contains secret mi... http://cnn.site.printthis.clickability.com...

1 of 1 01/27/2009 09:32 AM


